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The CRAFTSMAN. N° 12. 





N° 12. Friday, sane 13. 





Sed quanto Ile magis Formas fe vertat in omnes, 
Tanto, Nate, magis contende tenacia vincla. Virg. 





To CALEB DANVERS, Ef 


HE Payment of the Put/ick Delts and 
Pp? the Redemption of the Duties, which 
they have occafion’d, are Subjeéts of 

@ fuch general Importance to the King- 
eee dom, that I doubt not you will accept, 
in a candid Manner, of any Thoughts, 
which appear to have this View; tho” Things fcem 
to be fo unfortunately managed at prefent, that you 
are the only Author of this Kind, from whom I 
can, with any Degree of Confidence, expect fuch.a 
Favour. 

I prefume, Sir, that you have read a little Piece, 
juft publithed, entitled, Remarks on a late Book, cal- 
led, An Effay on the publick Debts of this Kingdom, 
&c. as well as the Obfervations that have been made 
upon it in the Londom Fournal on Saturday the 31f 
of laft Month ;, upon which I think it neceffary, for 
the Information of thofe Perfons, who are but little 
acquainted with this Subjeét, or into whofe Hands 
this Piece may not have fallen, to make fome farther 
Remarks. 

The Writer of the Letter in the London Fournal 
begins with a pompous Eulogium of the Author of 
the Effay, (whom, for fome Reafons, which I may 
hereafter mention, I take to be Him/elf,) and — 
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indifferent Charaéter of the Remarker, by telling us 
that the former feems to be a very great Matter of 
the Subje& be treats of 3 whereas it muff appear to 
every one, who will read the Remarks with any At- 
tention, and be at the Pains of comparing the Quo- 
tations, 4y reading the whole Paragraphs that be 
takes them from, that the Author of the Remarks 
does not only not know. any thing of the Subjef be 
is writing upon, but that be bas dealt im a very ex- 
traordinary and difingenuous Manner with the Author 
of the Eflay ; and feems not to have any View to fet 
his Countrymen right in the great — of the 
publick Debt 5 4ut, under Colour of making fome poor 
Remarks upon a Book, which has defervedly gain'd 
Efteem in the World, takes an Opportunity of venting 
bis perfonal Refentment againft Thole, who have a 
great Share in the Adminiftration of the Affairs Of 
this Kingdom. 

As to the firt Part of this modeft Paragraph, 
which relates to the Author of the E/zy, I muft ob- 
ferve that the Remarker does not feem in any Part of 
his Book to deny, that he is a very great Mafter of 
the Subje& he treats of; but only endeavours to 
fhew, that he has apply’d his Talents to a very dad 
Uj/es and I have fome Reafon to believe, that great 
Part of his Refentment againft the Remarker proceeds 
from his having difcover’d a Defign, which the Au- 
thor of the E/zy has taken fo much Pains to con- 
ceal. 

Whether the Author of the Remarks knows any 
Thing of the Subject? he is writing upon, 1 thall leave 
the World to judge and determine ; but, for my 
own Part, upon reading his Performance with the 
clofeft Attention, and comparing his Quotations very 
exactly with the Paragraphs from whence be takes 
them, I muft be free to declare, that I think he 
has fully executed his Purpofe, as it is expreffed in 
the Title Page of his Book; which was to — 
that 
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that the Efjay is written with an evil Tendency, and 
that the Author’s Defign was to prepare the Nation 
for farther Duties and new Debts ; which Point he 
feems to have clearly demonftrated by divers Paflages. 
and Quotations out of the E//ay. 

It is farther obvious, that the Remarker.does- not: 
pretend to di/pute the Exaéine/s of the Author's Ca/- 
culations 3 nor deny, for Argument’s Sake, that they 
would operate in the Manner which be afferts, pro- 
vided they were ftri@ly applied; but, as his Defign 
led him, be defires bis Countrymen to beware of the 
Doétrine, which feems to be. couched under this flat- 
tering and delufive Scheme; a Doétrine fo ill dif- 
guifed, that it may be difcovered by any Man with 
the /eaft Attention, and without knowing any thing 
of this Subjeét, fo far as it relates to Figures, Cal- 
culations, and the Particulars, of which the publick 
Debt confifts. 

If therefore the Letter-writer had thought fit to 
have faid any Thing: to the Purpofe, his proper Bu- 
finefs would have been to fhew. that this Objection 
againft the E/fay was groundlefs ; and that the Re- 
marker had no Reafon to charge the Author with 
fuch a pernicious Defign ; whereas he does not at- 
tempt to prove This, but flies off to another Point, 
quite foreign to the prefent Purpofe, concerning 
Stock-josBina, (by him called Pusticx Crepit) 
which the Remarker takes no Notice of, thro’ his 
whole Book. 

But there appears to be fuch a Samenefs in this 
Gentleman’s Writings and fuch a peculiar Propenfity 
to extraordinary Affertions, that I muft beg Leave to 
trouble you with another Letter on what he has 
farther offered in that Paper. 

In the mean time, fince the Letter-writer has 
thought fit to treat the Remarks in fo difingenuous a 
Manner, and to condemn them by wholefale, without 
producing one Paflage out of them, or ona Se 
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leaft Reafon for his Severity ; it will not, I hope, be 
thought improper to fhew, by a Quotation or two, 

the true Defign of this Piece, and how much it has 
fuffered by this Author’s Mifreprefentation. 


He begins with ftating the Author’s Scheme very 


exactly ; which he fums up in this Manner. 


«« If in the Year 1727, the whole publick Debt 
of this Kingdom (by which I mean, 4// that the 
Publick owes, whether it be publickly known, or 
not) fhall really amount to no more than ify 
Millions. Iv in the fame Year the Income of the 
Jinking Fund may be certainly computed at a Sum 
of one Million. Ir we canbe abfolutely fure that 
the faid Sum of one Million will, from Year to 
Year, be punctually applied, in the Manner before- 
mentioned, to the Purpofes, to which it is appro- 
priated. Ir we may affuredly depend upon it, that 
no Minifter,for the future, will be induced, in any 
pofible Exigence of Affairs,real or pretended, to lay 
Hands upon this /acred Treafure, and divert it to 
other Purpofes. Ir wecan undoubtedly promife 
our felves to be free from any Wars, Infurreétions 
or Troubles, for a certain large Number of Years 
to come; or, Ir the /iwking Fund can be fuppo- 
fed to make a greater Progre/s under the Incum- 
brances of an expenfive War, than in a Time of 
profound Peace. 1 fay, if all thefe Suppofitions 
are not ridiculous Chimzra’s, but well-grounded 
Prefumptions, then is our Author’s Scheme a ra- 
tional Scheme, and wemay rely upon feeing the 
publick Debt totally difcharged by it, within the 
Time propofed; nay, we may carry our Debts 
to the utmoft Extravagance, in Confidence of ha- 
ving them, one Time or other, fully difcharged 
by a finking Fund of one Million, according to the 
Rules of geometrical Progrefion. 
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In the next Place he undertakes to fhew the Au- 
thor's Jecret Defigns which, he fays, feems to ‘be 
as far as He can judge, to prepare the Nation for 
new Debts, (could any Government be either fo 
weak, or fo wicked as to follow his Direétions,) 
under the popular Pretence of exhibiting a Scheme 
for paying the o/d; for were the Author's only 
— to prove the Efficacy and Sufficiency of 

faking Fund for paying our prefent Debt, he 
could have no Occafion to carry its Progrefs any 
farther than this End; nor is it of any Advantage 
to his Argument, to demonftrate that fuch a Sum 
fo applied, will not only pay off our Bead Debt, 
but ad/o any farther increafed Sum, h we fhall 
pleafe to add to it. I fay, it can be of no Advan- 
tage to his Argument to fuppofe any farther Debt ; 
fince if it be fufficient to pay the prefent, we de- 
«« fire no more. To carry his Calculations therefore, 
with fo much Pains, farther than we now have, 
or, I hope, ever fhall have Occafion for them, 
bears an ill Afpeét, and muft be allowed to be al- 
together unneceflary and impertinent to his pre- 
fent Purpofe, ifhe had no other Defign. How- 
ever it be, an honeft Briton does not love to hear 
the frequent Repetition of fartZer Duties and new- 
invented Funds, or to fee any Calculations, which 
appear to have this Tendency; nor would he have 
fuch broad Hints given to Men, whoare ready 
enough of themfelves to lay hold of all Occafions 
of this Nature. 
The Author of the E/ay having afferted that the 
Lands, Eftates, Expence or Commerce of Great Bri- 
tain will yet eafily admit of farther Duties, /uficicnt 
to furnifo new Funds, to anfwer the Tateng of fuch 
Stems, as any publick Occafion whatfoever, that he can 
poffibly reprefent to himfelf, can call for; the Re- 
marker goes on thus 5 
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«* Was ever any Author guilty of fuch an extra- 
vagant Affertion; or, of fuch a flat Contradi¢tion 
to the common Senfe and Knowledge of a whole 
Nation? Is there not already a Land-Tax upon our 
Eftates as large as can be reafonably defired in a 
Time of Peace? Are not all our ordinary E xpences 
burthen’d with Duties; or is there any confidera- 
ble Branch of Commerce, which does not pay its 
Cuftom ? Is there fcarce any Thing, that we eat, 
drink, wear, or in any Manner ufe, which does not 
contribute to the Neceflities of the Government ? 
Are not many Things doubly, trebly, and even 
quadruply loaden? Is not This generally lamented 
by all People; and can our Author, who pretends 
to underftand the State of the Nation fo exaétly, 
be ignorant of it? Or, does he imagine that all the 
World have loft the Ule of their Eye fght and Feel- 
ing, except himfelf? 

«« What therefore fhall we fay to a Man, who 
thus infolently {ports with the Calamities of a Na- 
tion, and lays wanton Plans for future Miniffers 
(fince Iam fure they can have no Influence upon 
the prefext) to opprefs his Fellow-Subjeéts with 
fuch grievous Burthens, as neither we nor our Chid- 
“© dren fhall be able to bear? 

But the moft unjuft Imputation of all againft the 
Remarker is, that he has taken this Opportunity of 
venting his perfonal Refentments againft Tho/z, whe 
have a great Share in the Adminiftration of the Af- 
Sairs of thisKingdom; whereas I can, with great Con- 
fidence, affert that no Writer whatfoever has, at any 
Time, in fo fmall a Book, mentioned thefe Gentle- 
men fo often or with more Refpe. Nay, in one 
Place, I think he catries the Point too far, and fhews 
almoft too fervilea Regard even for the def of Mi- 
nifters, where he propofes to have an 44 of Parlia- 
ment made on Purpofe to /ecwre them in their Em- 
ployments during Life, and to have a new Form of 
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Prayer inferted in our Liturgy for their Prefervation 
and Continuance ; but though This may ke eficem’d, 
perhaps, too high a Strain of Deference to the greatef# 
and worthieft of Men in that Station, by fetting them 
too much upon an Equality with their Roya/ Mafter s 
yet, if it fhould, at any Time, be thought expe- 
dient, I fhall chearfully fubmit to the ove, and con- 
form to the other 5 being refolved not to diffent from 
the publick Worfhip, nor to go cnce the feldomer 
to Church on that Account. 

I hope, Sir, This will be thought fufficient to 
fhew the Difigenuity of the Letter-writer, and con- 
vince the World, that fuch a defultory Manner of 
treating the Remarks muft proceed from a Confci- 
oufnefs of his Inability to fupport the E/ay againft 
the Charge, which is brought againf{t it in that 
Book. But as he has thought fit to open another 
Field of Argument by advancing fome new and cu- 
rious Tenets; 1 muft beg the Favour of you to re- 
ferve me a Place in your Paper one Day next Week, 
in Order to infert fome Obfervations upon them, 


from, 
SIR, 
Your Humble Servant, 


N BriTannicvs. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

Whereas the Publick has been moft grofly impofed 
gn, and abufed by the late invented golden Truffles 
for preventing of Ruptures, which it is now known have 
proved ineffe&tuals This is to give Notice to all Per- 
fons, that a Preparation of Steel is making at a cer- 
tain Place, over-againft the Horfe-Guards; which will 
bave a much better Effect, by entirely changing the 
Conftitution, and making it more firong and vigorous 


fur the future. 
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